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Abstract. The article is devoted to the ties between Russia and Japan, 
their current state and problems. The author attempts to estimate the per-
spectives of signing a peace treaty.  

 :  (  ), , -
 ,  ,  , , 

  ( ). 
Key words: Russia (the Russian Federation); Japan; the Far East; inter-

national relations; peace treaty; Sakhalin; The Kuril Islands (the Kurils). 
 

       . 
 ,       -

,       .  
-        

.         -
        -

   .   XIX  XX .  
         -

      .  



 175 

         90-  
.   -     

     ,  -
,        , 

         -
  .     .  

     ,  -
     ,  -  

 ,      . 
     « » ,  -
  ,        

    : , ,   
 [1].  

      -
    .    

   ,    -
 .  

   ,     
 .   -   1904 1905 .,  

   ,     
     .  1920 .   1925 .  -

     .  1945 .  -
 ( )    ,  -
          ,  
     . 2  1945 . 

     ,  -
   1945 .,    , 

,      .  
-   1951 .     

  ,       
 ,         -

        
( )  1945 .  

       , -
,   ,    «   

  » 1855 .,      
,   1960 .        -

   .    ,  



 176 

          -
,        -

-   [1].  
         -
   .    -

    .  2016 .    -
       . -

  ,         
     .    

   ,        
        -
         

[2].   2018 . . ,     -
  ,     
   .        

         -
  [1].  

  2019 .    .   .  -
   -  ,  ,  

 ,   ,    
 .     -

      -
,        -
       [3].  

     . ,   
        

     .  «  » 
,    [4].  

   
1.        -

 URL: https//ria.ru/20180912/1528392806.html (  : 
06.02.2019). 

2.    : 68   $ 2,5   -
    URL: http//tass.ru/ekonomika/3881128 

(  : 06.02.2019). 



 177 

3.        -
    URL: http//kremlin.ru/ events/ 

president/news/59714 (  : 06.02.2019). 
4.         -

 URL: https//ria.ru/20190114/1549335126.html (  : 
06.02.2019). 

 
 
Ties between Russia and Japan endured different periods. They started 

when Russia proceeded to the exploration of the Kuril Islands in which Ja-
pan also showed a peculiar interest. That is why the Russian-Japanese ties 
became confronting from the very beginning. On the Japanese part the rela-
tions were based on aggressive intentions as a means to attempt its goal in 
territorial claims to Russia. During the XIX and XX centuries Japan tried to 
achieve its goal by force in seizure the territories, historically belonging to 
Russia in the Far East.  

After the collapse of the USSR the 1990s were the most difficult period 
in new Russia. Tokyo’s authorities were satisfied with the general weak-
ness of the military-political positions in the Far East and felt that the ties 
with Russia were not considered to be of priority and it was possible to 
show a certain toughness in the territorial claims to Russia. The Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs took an inflexible position.  

By the beginning of the XXI century Russia had managed to strengthen 
its position with an effort within the group of the most influential countries 
in the world. It affected the improvement of the ties with Japan on the prin-
ciples of equality, mutual respect, mutually beneficial cooperation includ-
ing the solution of difficult problems. An unsigned peace treaty is one of 
the problems between Russia and Japan.  

The problem of signing a peace treaty is complicated because the parties 
understand the solution of the problem alike but they see the condition un-
der which the treaty could be signed differently. This condition deals with a 
‘sensitive issue’ which is called a border demarcation and in this case these 
are Japanese claims to the southern Kuril Islands: Iturup, Kunashir, Shi-
kotan and the Habomai islands [1]. 

The Kuril Islands are situated between a Japanese isle of Hokkaido and 
the Russian Kamchatka Peninsula. Currently Japan does its best to get the 
Kurils at any cost.  
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In order to understand the nature of the problem it is necessary to ob-
serve the history of this issue. The Portsmouth Peace treaty was signed fol-
lowing the results of the Russian-Japanese war of 1904-1905. According to 
that treaty Russia conceded all the Kurils and the southern Sakhalin. From 
1920 to 1925 the northern Sakhalin was occupied by Japan. In 1945 an 
agreement was signed at the Crimean (Yalta) Conference according to 
which the Kurils and the southern Sakhalin were handed over to the USSR 
in exchange for participation of the Soviet troops in the war against Japan. 
On September 2, 1945 Japan signed an Act of unconditional surrender hav-
ing accepted the conditions of the Potsdam declaration of 1945 according to 
which Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and the Habomai Islands were handed 
over to the USSR. The USSR didn’t sign a peace treaty with Japan at San 
Francisco Conference because there was a lack of clear indications in the 
text about the return of the southern Sakhalin and the Kurils under the sov-
ereignty of the USSR in accordance with the decisions taken at the Crimean 
(Yalta) Conference in 1945.  

Nowadays Japan claims the Islands of Uturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and 
Habomai referring to the bilateral Treatise on Trade and Borders of 1855 
which was cancelled by the USSR when in 1960 Japan signed a treaty with 
the USA on mutual cooperation and security guarantees. Moscow’s posi-
tion is that the southern Kurils joined the USSR following the results of 
World War II and the Russian sovereignty over them has a relevant interna-
tional-legal arrangement [1].  

Currently the authorities of the two countries attempt to sign a peace 
treaty. Contacts at the summit level have been activated during the last 
years. The first in eleven years President of the Russian Federation V. 
Putin’s official visit to Japan took place in 2016. It was devoted to two 
main issues: a peace treaty and southern Kuril Island issue. Following the 
results of the meeting, the two leaders noticed that the beginning of the 
consultations on mutual economic activity of Russia and Japan in the 
southern Kuril Island could be the main step towards the signing of a peace 
treaty [2]. In September 2018 taking part at the Eastern Economic plenary 
session, V. Putin proposed Japan to sign a peace treaty by the end of the 
year without any additional conditions and also to write their intentions to 
settle the dispute on the territorial issue.  

In January 2019 at the end of the talks V. Putin and S. Abe noted the 
dynamics of the Russian-Japanese ties mainly in the economic direction, 
cultural exchange, tourism, and interparliamentary ties. The parties named 
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the priorities to build up the cooperation in all the spheres of bilateral rela-
tions meanwhile the lack of a peace treaty between Russia and Japan was 
marked as an unsolved key problem [3].  

According to S. Lavrov, Russian Foreign Minister, it is difficult to ex-
pect the progress in the dialogue without recognition of the Russian sover-
eignty over the Kuril Islands on Japan’s part. That is the fundamental Rus-
sian position which is not discussed [4].  
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