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Abstract. The article is devoted to the ties between Russia and Japan,
their current state and problems. The author attempts to estimate the per-
spectives of signing a peace treaty.
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OtHowenus mexay Poccueli n SInoHuel nepexuiny pasHble IEPUOJBI.
Onu Hauvanucs, korna Pocecust npuctynuia k ocBoeHuto Kypuibckux oct-
POBOB, K KOTOpBIM SIMOHUS Takke MposBisiiaa ocoOblit uHTEpec. [loaromy
POCCUICKO-STIOHCKHE OTHOILEHHUS ¢ CaMOro Haydaja IpuoOpenH XapakTep
poTuBOCTOsIHUSA. CO CTOpOHBI SIIOHUU B UX OCHOBY OBLIM IOJIOKEHBI ar-
PECCUBHBIE YCTPEMIICHHSI KaK CPEJICTBO JOCTHKEHHSI CBOMX LI€JIEH B TEpPH-
TOpUaJIBbHBIX NpuTsa3aHusax K Poccun. B tedenne XIX m XX BB. SnoHus
MBITAJIACh CUJION TOOMTHCS CBOEH 1IeTH B OTTOPKeHHH OT Poccum mcropu-
YECKHU MIPUHAUIEKAIIUX €11 TeppuTopuid Ha JlansHem BocToke.
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[Tocne pacriaga CCCP cambiMu TpyaHbIME Uit HOBOM Poccun 6butn 90-¢
rogpl. OOmiee ocnabiieHue BOSHHO-TIOJUTHUYECKHUX IMO3UINK Ha JlampHem
BocToke BbI3Bao ynoBieTBopeHue y opunnaabHoro Tokuo, re mo4yBCT-
BOBAJIM, YTO OTHOLIEHMs ¢ Poccueil yxe He SIBISIOTCS NPUOPUTETHBIMH,
YTO MOXHO TENepb MPOSBUTH U OMPEJIEICHHYIO )KECTKOCTh B CBOUX MPUTS-
3anusax K Poccun. HernOkyto nosunuto 3ausut ssmonckuit MU/

[Tpo6Giiema 3aKIr0Y€HHUST MUPHOTO JJOTOBOPA YCIOKHSAETCS T€M, YTO CTO-
POHBI OJJMHAKOBO TIOHUMAIOT HEOOXOUMOCTh €€ PEUICHHUs], HO TI0-Pa3HOMY
MIPEJICTABJISIOT YCIOBUS, IPU KOTOPBIX JOTOBOP MOKET OBITH IMOAMUCAH.
DTO yCIIOBHE CBSA3aHO C TAKUM «O0OJIE3HEHHBIM» BOIPOCOM, KOTOPBIN Ha3bl-
BalOT MMOTPAaHUYHBIM pa3MeKE€BaHUEM, a B IAaHHOM CIIydae — C IPETEH3USIMU
Snonun Ha roxHble Kypunsckue octpoBa: Utypyn, Kynammp, [llukoran n
Xabowmam [1].

Kypuibckue ocTpoBa pacnosioKe€Hbl MEXAY SIMOHCKUM OCTPOBOM XOK-
KalJo M pocCUiicKUM mnoJiyoctpoBoM KamuyaTtkoi. B HacTosmumii MOMEHT
SInoHMs mpuaraeT OrpoMHbBIC YCHIIUS, YTOOBI JIFOOBIMU IyTSIMH 3aIOJy-
yuTh Kypuisl.

YT1oObI MOHATH CYTh MPOOJEMBI, HEOOXOAUMO MOCMOTPETh HAa HCTOPHUIO
naHHOro Borpoca. [1o uroram pyccko-smoHckor BoMHBI 1904—1905 1T., OBLI
nonanucan [lopremyTckuii MUpHBIN 10roBop, o kotopomy Poccus ycrynana
SAnonun Bce Kypuibl u roxHbIl Caxanud. C 1920 r. no mait 1925 r. nox ok-
kynauueil SAnonun Haxoauiucs u CesepHbiil Caxanus. B 1945 r. na KpbiM-
ckoil (SlnTuHCKOM) KOH(epeHIuU OBIJI0 MOJMUCAHO COIJIALIEHUE, IO KOTO-
poMy B OOMEH Ha y4acTHE COBETCKMX BOHCK B BOWHE NpPOTHUB SImoHUM, K
CCCP mnepexomunu Kypunsl u HOxupiii Caxanun. 2 ceHtsOps 1945 r.
Snonus noanucana AKT 0 6€30rOBOPOYHON KANMUTYJISIUH, TPUHSB YCIIO-
Busi [lorcmamckoit aexnmapamuu 1945 r., mo koropomy octpoBa Mrtypym,
Kynammp, lukoran n Xabomau nepenaBainch Coerckomy Coro3y. Ha
Can-®pannucckoir konpepenuuu 1951 r. CCCP He moamnucan MUpPHBINA
70roBop ¢ SnoHuel, B TEKCTE KOTOPOIO OTCYTCTBOBAJIM YETKHE YKa3aHHS
Ha 1o, uyTo IOxHbI Caxanun n Kypuibckue ocTpoBa nepenuiu mnoj cyBe-
penuter Coerckoro Coro3a B COOTBETCTBUM C pemieHussMH KpbIMckoit
(AnTuHckoi) koHpepenuu 1945 r.

Ha coBpemennom stane SAnonus nperenayer Ha octpoa Utypyn, Ky-
Hamup, [llukoran u Xabomawu, ccpinasick Ha ABycTOopoHHHH «Tpakrar o
Topromie u rpanunax» 1855 r., kotopslit 611 anHyaMpoBaH CCCP nocne
Toro, kak B 1960 r. AAnonus 3axmoumiia gorosop ¢ CIIA o B3aumHOM co-
TPYJIHUYECTBE U rapantusax O6ezomacHocTH. [lo3unmst MoCKBBI B TOM, YTO
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1oxHbIe Kypusel Bouuiu B coctaB CCCP no utoram Bropoit MupoBoii Boi-
HBbI, 1 POCCUNCKUI CYBEPEHUTET HAJl HUIMH UMEET COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE MEXK-
JTyHapoaHO-TIpaBoBoe odopmieHue [1].

B nacrosee BpeMs pyKOBOJCTBO ABYX CTpaH IPUHUMAIOT YCHIIUS 110 BO-
MIPOCY 3aKIIIOYEHUs] MUPHOTO JI0roBopa. B mocnenHue rojpl akTMBU3UPOBaA-
JIMCh KOHTaKThl Ha BbIcIIEM ypoBHE. B 2016 r. cocTosiics nepBelii 3a OJMHHA-
nath Jet opurmansabiid BU3UT [Ipesunenta Poccuiickoit ®eneparmu B. Tly-
THHA B SIMOHUIO, KOTOPBIN OBLI MOCBAIIEH JABYM TJIABHBIM TEMaM — MUPHOMY
JIOrOBOPY M BompocaMm 10kHbIX Kypuibckux octpoBoB. Ilo mroram BeTpeu
JUJEPBI IBYX CTpPaH OTMETWUJIM, YTO BaXKHBIM IIarOM Ha MYTHU K 3aKIIOUEHUIO
MHUPHOTO JIOTOBOPAa MOXKET CTaTh HA4aJI0 KOHCYJIBTALUM O COBMECTHOM XO35M-
CTBEHHOMH JiesitenbHocTH Poccun n Sinonun Ha 10xHbIX Kypuinbckux octpoBax
[2]. B centsiope 2018 r. B. [lyTtuH, BbIcTynas Ha muieHapHOM 3aceqaHnu Boc-
TOYHOTO SKOHOMHYECKOTO (hopyMa, MPeIIoKuI SIMOHUH 3aKIFOUUTh MUPHBINA
JIOTOBOP JI0 KOHIIA T. 6€3 BCAKUX JOMOJHUTENBHBIX YCIOBUI U MpONucaTh B
TEKCTe JOKyMEeHTa xkenaHne Mocksbl M TOKHO yperyaupoBaTh CIIOpBI IO Tep-
puTopuagbHOMY Borpocy [1].

B suBape 2019 r. no oxonvyanuu neperosopoB B. Ilytun u C. A63 ot-
METWJIA JTUHAMUKY B POCCHUICKO-SIIMOHCKHUX OTHOILIEHUSX, MPEXJIE BCEro, Ha
SKOHOMHUYECKOM TpPEKe, B KyJIbTYPHOM OOMEHE, TYpPUCTHUECKOH cdepe u
MeXnapiaaMeHTCKUX cBsizeld. CTOPOHBI Ha3BaJld NMPUOPUTETHI 110 Hapalllu-
BAaHUIO B3aUMOJICHCTBUS Ha BCEX HAIPABIICHUSAX JIBYCTOPOHHMX OTHOILIE-
HUH, TIpU 3TOM 00O3HAuU€Ha HEepelleHHas KtodeBass mpobiieMa — OTCyTCT-
BHE MUPHOTrO Aorosopa Mexay Poccueii n Snonueii [3].

[To cnoBam Munuctpa nnoctpannsix aen C. JlaBpoBa, 6e3 npu3HaHUS
co cTopoHs! fnonun cysepenurera Poccun Han Kypunbckumu octpoBamu
TPYJIHO paccuMThIBaTh Ha IMpOrpecc B Juaiore. JTo «Oa3zoBas MO3MLIMSD)
Poccun, kotopast He oOcyxkaaercs [4].
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Ties between Russia and Japan endured different periods. They started
when Russia proceeded to the exploration of the Kuril Islands in which Ja-
pan also showed a peculiar interest. That is why the Russian-Japanese ties
became confronting from the very beginning. On the Japanese part the rela-
tions were based on aggressive intentions as a means to attempt its goal in
territorial claims to Russia. During the XIX and XX centuries Japan tried to
achieve its goal by force in seizure the territories, historically belonging to
Russia in the Far East.

After the collapse of the USSR the 1990s were the most difficult period
in new Russia. Tokyo’s authorities were satisfied with the general weak-
ness of the military-political positions in the Far East and felt that the ties
with Russia were not considered to be of priority and it was possible to
show a certain toughness in the territorial claims to Russia. The Japanese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs took an inflexible position.

By the beginning of the XXI century Russia had managed to strengthen
its position with an effort within the group of the most influential countries
in the world. It affected the improvement of the ties with Japan on the prin-
ciples of equality, mutual respect, mutually beneficial cooperation includ-
ing the solution of difficult problems. An unsigned peace treaty is one of
the problems between Russia and Japan.

The problem of signing a peace treaty is complicated because the parties
understand the solution of the problem alike but they see the condition un-
der which the treaty could be signed differently. This condition deals with a
‘sensitive issue’ which is called a border demarcation and in this case these
are Japanese claims to the southern Kuril Islands: Iturup, Kunashir, Shi-
kotan and the Habomai islands [1].

The Kuril Islands are situated between a Japanese isle of Hokkaido and
the Russian Kamchatka Peninsula. Currently Japan does its best to get the
Kurils at any cost.
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In order to understand the nature of the problem it is necessary to ob-
serve the history of this issue. The Portsmouth Peace treaty was signed fol-
lowing the results of the Russian-Japanese war of 1904-1905. According to
that treaty Russia conceded all the Kurils and the southern Sakhalin. From
1920 to 1925 the northern Sakhalin was occupied by Japan. In 1945 an
agreement was signed at the Crimean (Yalta) Conference according to
which the Kurils and the southern Sakhalin were handed over to the USSR
in exchange for participation of the Soviet troops in the war against Japan.
On September 2, 1945 Japan signed an Act of unconditional surrender hav-
ing accepted the conditions of the Potsdam declaration of 1945 according to
which Iturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and the Habomai Islands were handed
over to the USSR. The USSR didn’t sign a peace treaty with Japan at San
Francisco Conference because there was a lack of clear indications in the
text about the return of the southern Sakhalin and the Kurils under the sov-
ereignty of the USSR in accordance with the decisions taken at the Crimean
(Yalta) Conference in 1945.

Nowadays Japan claims the Islands of Uturup, Kunashir, Shikotan and
Habomai referring to the bilateral Treatise on Trade and Borders of 1855
which was cancelled by the USSR when in 1960 Japan signed a treaty with
the USA on mutual cooperation and security guarantees. Moscow’s posi-
tion is that the southern Kurils joined the USSR following the results of
World War II and the Russian sovereignty over them has a relevant interna-
tional-legal arrangement [1].

Currently the authorities of the two countries attempt to sign a peace
treaty. Contacts at the summit level have been activated during the last
years. The first in eleven years President of the Russian Federation V.
Putin’s official visit to Japan took place in 2016. It was devoted to two
main issues: a peace treaty and southern Kuril Island issue. Following the
results of the meeting, the two leaders noticed that the beginning of the
consultations on mutual economic activity of Russia and Japan in the
southern Kuril Island could be the main step towards the signing of a peace
treaty [2]. In September 2018 taking part at the Eastern Economic plenary
session, V. Putin proposed Japan to sign a peace treaty by the end of the
year without any additional conditions and also to write their intentions to
settle the dispute on the territorial issue.

In January 2019 at the end of the talks V. Putin and S. Abe noted the
dynamics of the Russian-Japanese ties mainly in the economic direction,
cultural exchange, tourism, and interparliamentary ties. The parties named
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the priorities to build up the cooperation in all the spheres of bilateral rela-
tions meanwhile the lack of a peace treaty between Russia and Japan was
marked as an unsolved key problem [3].

According to S. Lavrov, Russian Foreign Minister, it is difficult to ex-
pect the progress in the dialogue without recognition of the Russian sover-
eignty over the Kuril Islands on Japan’s part. That is the fundamental Rus-
sian position which is not discussed [4].
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